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REACH Authorisation and Hexavalent Chrome 

REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals) is a European 

Union regulation.  The following hexavalent chromium compounds (chromates) have been 

listed in the Authorisation List SVHCs (Annex XIV) of REACH:   

Substance Name CAS Number 

Acids generated from chromium trioxide and 
their oligomers. Names of the acids and their 
oligomers: Chromic acid, Dichromic acid, 
Oligomers of chromic acid and dichromic acid. 

7738-94-5 
13530-68-2 

Chromium trioxide 1333-82-0 

Potassium dichromate 7778-50-9 

Sodium chromate 7775-11-3 

Sodium dichromate 
7789-12-0 

10588-01-9 

Dichromium tris(chromate) 24613-89-6 

Pentazinc chromate octahydroxide 49663-84-5 

Potassium 
hydroxyoctaoxodizincatedichromate 

11103-86-9 

Strontium chromate 7789-06-2 

 

Where substances are included in Authorisation List SVHCs (Annex XIV) of REACH, their use in 

the European Economic Area (EEA), whether on their own or in mixtures, will be prohibited 

after the relevant sunset date unless an authorisation is held by the user or an upstream 

supplier. 

Current technology requires /or specifies the continued use of these chromates in aerospace 

and defence production and maintenance operations.  The sunset date for the first group of 

chromates is 21 September 2017.  

If you still use any substances in this group of chromates, please be aware that: 

 Unless your uses are covered by an application for authorisation held by yourself or an 

upstream supplier, then you will have to cease using the substance or any mixture 

containing it in the EEA from the sunset date (21 September 2017). 

 A number of authorisation applications have been submitted for the continued use of 

substances containing hexavalent chrome.  Details of all authorisations submitted can be 

found on the European Chemical Agency’s (ECHA) Authorisation Applications website  

 There are several upstream applications for authorisation that cover generic uses of 

chromium trioxide, and specific aerospace and defence uses of chromium trioxide and 

other chromates (see also Appendix A of this letter for a summary of some relevant 

https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/reach/
https://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/recommendation-for-inclusion-in-the-authorisation-list/authorisation-list
https://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/recommendation-for-inclusion-in-the-authorisation-list/authorisation-list
https://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/recommendation-for-inclusion-in-the-authorisation-list/authorisation-list
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations?p_p_id=viewsubstances_WAR_echarevsubstanceportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_pos=2&p_p_col_count=3&_viewsubstances_WAR_echarevsubstanceportlet_keywords=&_viewsubstances_WAR_echarevsubstanceportlet_advancedSearch=false&_viewsubstances_WAR_echarevsubstanceportlet_andOperator=true&_viewsubstances_WAR_echarevsubstanceportlet_orderByCol=synonymDynamicField_302&_viewsubstances_WAR_echarevsubstanceportlet_orderByType=asc&_viewsubstances_WAR_echarevsubstanceportlet_resetCur=false&_viewsubstances_WAR_echarevsubstanceportlet_delta=200
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Authorisation applications).  These have been created by consortia and submitted by 

upstream applicants (importers / distributors / formulators).  Links to the applications and 

their most recent press releases are below: 

 Chromium Trioxide Authorisation Consortium (CTAC) application 0032-01, 

0032-02, 0032-04, & 0032-05 

 CTAC Consortium February 2015 Press Release – overview of consortium 

 CTACSub Consortium May 2015 Press Release – summary of applications 

and list of applicants 

 CTACSub Consortium January 2017 Press Release – Announcement of 

RAC & SEAC recommendations for approval 

 CTACSub Consortium Questions and Answers (14 July 2017) 

 Chromium VI Compounds for Surface Treatment (CCST) applications 0043-01, 

0043-02, 0044-01, 0044-02, 0045-01, 0045-02, 0046-01, 0046-02, 0047-01, 0047-02, 

0118-01 & 0118-02 

 CCST Consortium December 2015 Press Release – Summary of 

applications by substance & use; list of applicants 

 CCST Consortium February 2017 Press Release – Announcement of RAC 

& SEAC recommendations for approval 

 CCST Consortium Questions and Answers (4 September 2017)  

 Global Chromates Consortium for Aerospace (GCCA) applications 0096-01, 

0097-01, 0098-01, 0099-01, 0099-02, 0116-01, & 0117-01 

 GCCA Consortium – consortium overview 

 GCCA Consortium Sept 2017 Press Release – Status announcement of 

authorisation applications for chromates with a sunset date of 21 Sept 2017 

 GCCA Consortium Sept 2017 Press Release – Status announcement of 

authorisation applications  for chromates with a sunset date of 22 January 

2019 

 

The final decisions for these authorisations may not be made until after the sunset date.  If 

you use any of these substances, either by themselves or in formulations in the EEA, you 

can continue to use them, provided you can demonstrate that a company up your supply 

chain has applied for authorisation for your use(s) before the latest application date for the 

substance(s) and you follow all requirements defined in the relevant Safety Data Sheets 

(SDS(s)). 

If you use any of the chromates with September 2017 sunset dates in the EEA, you 

need to: 

1) Confirm your use is consistent with an applied-for use in your upstream supplier’s 
authorisation application. 

https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/10111/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/10110/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/10107/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/10108/term
http://www.jonesdayreach.com/Press%20Release/Press%20Release%20CTAC%20Consortium.pdf
http://www.jonesdayreach.com/Press%20Release/Press%20Release%20CTACSub%20Consortium%20May%202015%20(Revised).pdf
http://www.jonesdayreach.com/Press%20Release/Press%20Release%20CTACSub%20Consortium%20January%202017.pdf
http://www.jonesdayreach.com/SubstancesDocuments/Press%20Release%20CTACSub%20Consortium%20(combined)%20January%202017.pdf
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12468/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12479/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12455/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12442/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12477/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12445/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12467/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12447/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12459/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/12466/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation/-/substance-rev/17311/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation/-/substance-rev/17312/term
http://www.jonesdayreach.com/Press%20Release/Press%20Release%20CCST%20Consortium%20March%202015%20(Revised).pdf
http://www.jonesdayreach.com/Press%20Release/Press%20Release%20CCST%20Consortium%20(EN-DE-FR-ES)%20February%202017.pdf
http://www.jonesdayreach.com/SubstancesDocuments/Relevant%20information%20for%20purchasing%20LoA%20-%20CCST%20consolidated%20(4Sep17).PDF
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/15308/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/15309/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/15310/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/15311/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations/-/substance-rev/15312/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation/-/substance-rev/17309/term
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation/-/substance-rev/17310/term
http://www.ramboll-environ.com/news/events/gcca
http://download.ramboll-environ.com/environcorp/GCCA_Press_%20Release_P1_Opinions.pdf
http://download.ramboll-environ.com/environcorp/GCCA_Press_Release_P2_AfAs.pdf
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 If in doubt, consult the supplier of the chemical product and ask them to identify the 
relevant authorisation application(s). 

 

2) Implement Environmental, Health and Safety risk controls, in accordance with conditions 
of use contained in the relevant authorisation application(s). 
 

 You must be following the risk management measures & exposure scenarios from 
the latest version of the relevant SDSs. 
 

 If in doubt, consult the supplier of the chemical product and/or the relevant 
authorisation dossier (in particular the chemical safety report), which is available on 
the ECHA website.               
 

3) After the authorisation is granted, you will need to notify ECHA of your uses within 3 
months of the chemical being supplied with the authorisation number included on the 
label, in accordance with REACH requirements: 

 

 Refer to ECHA's instructional page  for details of submitting notifications for 
authorised uses.  

 

 Per the European Chemical Agency (ECHA), these notifications will be shared with 
relevant member state enforcement authorities. 

 

4) It is highly recommended that the contents of this letter be communicated to sub-tier 
suppliers as required. 

 

If you have concerns, please contact your customer representative, found on the 
IAEG Work Group 5’s webpage member list. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Phil Humphries  

Work Group Lead, IAEG Work Group 5 on Authorisation   

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED BY THE INTERNATIONAL AEROSPACE ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP 

(IAEG) FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.  DETERMINATION OF WHETHER AND/OR HOW TO 

USE ALL OR ANY PORTION OF THIS DOCUMENT IS TO BE MADE IN YOUR SOLE AND ABSOLUTE 

DISCRETION.  NO PART OF THIS DOCUMENT CONSTITUTES LEGAL ADVICE.  USE OF THIS 

DOCUMENT IS VOLUNTARY. 

IAEG DOES NOT MAKE ANY REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THIS 

DOCUMENT OR ITS CONTENTS.  IAEG HEREBY DISCLAIMS ALL WARRANTIES OF ANY NATURE, 

EXPRESS, IMPLIED OR OTHERWISE, OR ARISING FROM TRADE OR CUSTOM, INCLUDING, WITHOUT 

LIMITATION, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, NONINFRINGEMENT, QUALITY, 

TITLE, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, COMPLETENESS OR ACCURACY.  TO THE FULLEST 

EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAWS, IAEG SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY LOSSES, 

EXPENSES OR DAMAGES OF ANY NATURE, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, SPECIAL, 

INCIDENTAL, PUNITIVE, DIRECT, INDIRECT OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OR LOST INCOME OR 

PROFITS, RESULTING FROM OR ARISING OUT OF A COMPANY’S OR INDIVIDUAL’S USE OF THIS 

DOCUMENT, WHETHER ARISING IN TORT, CONTRACT, STATUTE, OR OTHERWISE, EVEN IF ADVISED 

OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. 

 

https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations
https://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation-previous-consultations
https://echa.europa.eu/support/dossier-submission-tools/reach-it/downstream-user-authorised-use
http://www.iaeg.com/workgroups/wg5/
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Appendix A: Summary of relevant Authorisation applications 

 

Substance 
ECHA 

Consultation 
Number 

Use title Applicant 

Chromium trioxide 
1332-82-0 

(CTAC) 
0032-01 Formulation of mixtures 

LANXESS Deutschland GmbH, 
Atotech Deutschland GmbH, 

Aviall Services Inc, 
BONDEX TRADING LTD, 

CROMITAL S.P.A., 
Elementis Chromium, 

Enthone GmbH 

Chromium trioxide 
1332-82-0 

(CTAC) 
0032-02 Functional Chrome Plating  

LANXESS Deutschland GmbH, 
Atotech Deutschland GmbH, 

Aviall Services Inc, 
BONDEX TRADING LTD, 

CROMITAL S.P.A., 
Elementis Chromium, 

Enthone GmbH 

Chromium trioxide 
1332-82-0 

(CTAC) 
0032-04 

Surface treatment for applications in the 
aeronautics and aerospace industries, 

unrelated to Functional chrome plating or 
Functional chrome plating with decorative 

character 

LANXESS Deutschland GmbH, 
Atotech Deutschland GmbH, 

Aviall Services Inc, 
BONDEX TRADING LTD, 

CROMITAL S.P.A., 
Elementis Chromium, 

Enthone GmbH 

Chromium trioxide 
1332-82-0 

(CTAC) 
0032-05 

Surface treatment (except passivation of 
tin-plated steel (ETP)) for applications in 

various industry sectors namely 
architectural, automotive, metal 

manufacturing and finishing, and general 
engineering (unrelated to Functional 

chrome plating or Functional chrome plating 
with decorative character) 

LANXESS Deutschland GmbH, 
Atotech Deutschland GmbH, 

Aviall Services Inc, 
BONDEX TRADING LTD, 

CROMITAL S.P.A., 
Elementis Chromium, 

Enthone GmbH 

Sodium Dichromate 
7789-12-0, 
10588-01-9  

(CCST) 

0043-01 Formulation of mixtures 
Brenntag UK Ltd, 

Henkel AG & Co. KGaA, 
AD International BV 

Sodium Dichromate 
7789-12-0, 
10588-01-9  

(CCST) 

0043-02 

Use of Sodium dichromate for surface 
treatment of metals such as aluminium, 
steel, zinc, magnesium, titanium, alloys, 

composites and sealings of anodic films (for 
applications in the aeronautics and 

aerospace industries,) 

Brenntag UK Ltd, 
Henkel AG & Co. KGaA, 

AD International BV 

Potassium 
Dichromate  
7778-50-9 

(CCST) 

0044-01 Formulation of mixtures Brenntag UK Ltd 

Potassium 
Dichromate  
7778-50-9 

(CCST) 

0044-02 

Use of potassium dichromate for surface 
treatment of metals such as aluminium, 
steel, zinc, magnesium, titanium, alloys, 

composites and sealings of anodic films (for 
applications in the aeronautics and 

aerospace industries,) 

Brenntag UK Ltd 
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Chromium trioxide 
1332-82-0 
(GCCA) 

0096-01 

Use of chromium trioxide for chemical 
conversion and slurry coating applications 

by aerospace companies and their 
suppliers 

Wesco Aircraft EMEA, LTD. 

Sodium Dichromate 
7789-12-0, 
10588-01-9  

(GCCA) 

0097-01 
Use of sodium dichromate for sealing after 

anodizing applications by aerospace 
companies and their suppliers 

Wesco Aircraft EMEA, LTD. 

Potassium 
Dichromate  
7778-50-9 
(GCCA) 

0098-01 
Use of potassium dichromate for sealing 

after anodizing applications by aerospace 
companies and their suppliers 

Wesco Aircraft EMEA, LTD. 

Sodium chromate  
231-889-5 
(GCCA) 

0099-01 

Formulation of Mixtures of sodium 
chromate for sealing after anodizing, 

chemical conversion coating, pickling and 
etching applications by aerospace 

companies and their suppliers 

Aviall Services Inc 
Wesco Aircraft EMEA, LTD. 

Sodium chromate  
231-889-5 
(GCCA) 

0099-02 

Use of sodium chromate for sealing after 
anodizing, chemical conversion coating, 

pickling and etching applications by 
aerospace companies and their suppliers 

Aviall Services Inc 
Wesco Aircraft EMEA, LTD. 

Dichromium (tris) 
chromate* 
24613-89-6 

 (CCST) 
 

* 22 January 2019 
sunset date 

0045-01 Formulation of mixtures 
Henkel AG & Co. KGaA, 

Henkel Global Supply Chain B.V. 

Dichromium (tris) 
chromate* 
24613-89-6 

 (CCST) 
 

* 22 January 2019 
sunset date 

0045-02 

Use of dichromium tris(chromate) for 
surface treatment of metals such as 
aluminium, steel, zinc, magnesium, 

titanium, alloys, composites, sealings of 
anodic films (for applications in the 

aeronautics and aerospace industries,) 

Henkel AG & Co. KGaA, 
Henkel Global Supply Chain B.V. 

Strontium Chromate* 
7789-06-2  

(CCST) 
 

* 22 January 2019 
sunset date 

0046-01 Formulation of mixtures 

AKZO Nobel Car Refinishes B.V. 
Habich GmbH 

Henkel Global SupplyChain B.V. 
Indestructible Paint Ltd. 

Finalin GmbH 
Mapaero 

PPG Central (UK) Ltd in its legal 
capacity as OnlyRepresentative 
of PRCDeSoto International Inc. 

- OR5 
PPG Industries (UK) Ltd 

PPG Coatings SA 
Aviall Services Inc 

Strontium Chromate* 
7789-06-2  

(CCST) 
 

* 22 January 2019 
sunset date 

0046-02 

Application of paints, primers and specialty 
coatings containing Strontium Chromate in 

the construction of aerospace and 
aeronautical parts, including aeroplanes / 

helicopters, spacecraft, satellites, 
launchers, engines, and for the 

maintenance of such constructions. 

AKZO Nobel Car Refinishes B.V. 
Habich GmbH 

Henkel Global SupplyChain B.V. 
Indestructible Paint Ltd. 

Finalin GmbH 
Mapaero 

PPG Central (UK) Ltd in its legal 
capacity as OnlyRepresentative 
of PRCDeSoto International Inc. 

- OR5 
PPG Industries (UK) Ltd 

PPG Coatings SA 
Aviall Services Inc 
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Potassium 
hydroxyoctaoxodizin

catedichromate* 
11103-86-9  

(CCST) 
 

* 22 January 2019 
sunset date 

0047-01 Formulation of mixtures 

PPG Industries (UK) Ltd 
Finalin GmbH 

PPG Central (UK) Ltd in its legal 
capacity as Only Representative 
of PRC DeSoto International Inc. 

- OR5 
PPG Coatings SA 

Aviall Services Inc 

Potassium 
hydroxyoctaoxodizin

catedichromate* 
11103-86-9  

(CCST) 
 

* 22 January 2019 
sunset date 

0047-02 

Use of potassium 
hydroxyoctaoxodizincatedichromate in 

paints, in primer, sealants, and coatings 
(including as wash primers) (for 

applications in the aeronautics and 
aerospace industries,) 

PPG Industries (UK) Ltd 
Finalin GmbH 

PPG Central (UK) Ltd in its legal 
capacity as Only Representative 
of PRC DeSoto International Inc. 

- OR5 
PPG Coatings SA 

Aviall Services Inc 

Pentazinc chromate 
octahydroxide* 

49663-84-5 
CCST 

 
* 22 January 2019 

sunset date 

 0118-01 
Formulation of mixtures for Use 2 except 

on-site formulation for Use 2 which is 
considered to be covered by Use 2 

Aviall Services Inc 
Finalin GmbH 

Pentazinc chromate 
octahydroxide* 

49663-84-5 
CCST 

 
* 22 January 2019 

sunset date 

0118-02 

Use of pentazinc chromate octahydroxide in 
wash primer, fuel tank primer and 

aluminized primer for the purpose of 
corrosion protection in aeronautic 

applications 

Aviall Services Inc 
Finalin GmbH 

Dichromium (tris) 
chromate* 
24613-89-6 

 (GCCA) 
 

* 22 January 2019 
sunset date 

 0116-01 

Use of dichromium tris(chromate) for 
chemical conversion coating applications by 

aerospace and defence companies and 
their associated supply chains 

Wesco Aircraft  
EMEA, LTD. 

Strontium Chromate* 
7789-06-2  
(GCCA) 

 
* 22 January 2019 

sunset date 

 0117-01 

Use of strontium chromate in primers 
applied by aerospace and defence 

companies and their associated supply 
chains 

Wesco Aircraft EMEA, LTD.; 
 PPG Central (UK) Ltd. in its 

legal capacity as Only 
Representative of PRC DeSoto 

International Inc. – OR5; 
 Cytec Engineered Materials Ltd. 

in its legal capacity as Only 
Representative of Cytec 

Industries Inc. 

 


